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Psychology 110       Winter 2012 

Dr. M. S. Fanselow             Tu&Thu 9:30-10:45 1178 Franz 

    

Office hours: Thurs.  11:00-12:00 

Prof’s office: 8643 Franz 

  

Fundamentals of Learning & Behavior 

Revised Syllabus 

https://ccle.ucla.edu/course/view.php?name=12W-PSYCH110-1 

 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INFORMATION IN THIS SYLLABUS.  PLEASE 

READ IT.  THERE ARE THINGS HERE YOU MUST KNOW TO PASS THE CLASS.  

Continued enrollment in this course assumes that you have read this syllabus in its entirety and 

agree to all policies and conditions stated within.  

 

DO NOT ASK THE PROFESSOR OR TA’S FOR A PTEAN, WAIT LISTS, ETC.  SEE THE 

SECTION ON PTE POLICY BELOW!!!  THIS IS AN IMPACTED CLASS—NEITHER THE 

PROFESSOR NOR THE TA’S WILL ASSIGN DROPS OR INCOMPLETES.  SEE THE 

SECTION ON IMPACTED COURSES BELOW. 

 

Course Content:  This course approaches learning from the behavioristic tradition that defines 

learning as the processes that result in relatively permanent changes in behavior that are caused 

by experience.  Throughout life, experience with the environment alters the way humans and 

other animals act.  It is that behavioral change that we will concern ourselves with.  We will not 

be directly concerned with how to learn better nor how to teach better. Rather, this course 

examines the basic processes and mechanisms of learning.  We will primarily focus on what is 

called associative learning or conditioning.  We will be concerned with theories that attempt to 

explain how and why learning occurs and what is learned from our experiences.  Our goal is a 

scientific and precise understanding of learning and behavior as opposed to the informal 

intuitive approach that characterizes many of the other subfields of psychology.  Our 

investigations will deal primarily with laboratory data mostly collected from animals other than 

humans. 

 

Course Requirements: There are three components to the course: Lectures, readings from the 

textbook, and enrichment sections.  All are independent in that they will only partially overlap 

and less than perfectly parallel each other.  Lectures will not go over the assigned readings but 

the course Teaching Assistants will conduct review sections to discuss and clarify the text 

material before each exam. The enrichment sections are designed to highlight aspects of learning 

& behavior that are not covered in lecture or text, especially applications of learning theory. 

Exams and the paper will be based on all three components and in that sense all three are 

required. 

 

Textbook: The Principles of Learning and Behavior, 6th edition, M. Domjan. 
CourseWebsite: you can log into the course website at: 

https://ccle.ucla.edu/course/view.php?name=12W-PSYCH110-1 

If you have questions about the material please post them here and the TAs & Prof will answer 

them.  Do not email content questions to TAs or the Prof.  This way everyone has access to the 

same material. 
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Student Evaluation: 

 

Tests: There will be two midterms and a final. These tests must be taken on the assigned date.  

There are no makeups and a missed test will be scored as a failure. Please make your travel 

plans accordingly.  Please check this syllabus before you make any travel plans, etc. Although 

tests will not be cumulative, the material in the latter parts of the course builds heavily on the 

content of the earlier parts of the course.  Also, since the text and lectures are not a perfect 

parallel, the material in the tests will be partially overlapping. Remember, learning in multiple 

contexts at multiple times improves performance and retention! 

 

Midterms:  January 26 and February 16, each will be 25% of your grade. The midterms will 

contain 30 multiple choice questions. The lecture, reading and discussion will each be 

represented about 60%, 28%, & 12%, respectively.  The midterms will be conceptually driven. I 

like to ask questions about experiments you have not seen before.  Sometimes they are even 

things I just made up.  The point of this is to see if you can apply the theories and concepts you 

have learned to new situations.  Often, students mistakenly think I am being “nit-picky” 

because I ask about the details of an experiment.  You think this is picky because you did not 

memorize the details of all the experiments.  However, this is not being nit-picky, because it is 

not even a detail you could have memorized.  Rather, I want to see that you really understand the 

conceptual issues.  Here is another hint: Often these theories make counter-intuitive predictions, 

so “common sense” and “intuition” will not help you.  You are being tested on how well you can 

generalize the course’s scientific concepts. 

 

Why do I do this?  The goal of the course is to provide you with tools to understand and predict 

behavior.  If you still use the intuition and common sense that you brought into the course then 

you have not gained anything and the goal of the course has not been met.  Counter-intuitive 

means the theory makes a better prediction than your intuition. If you leave the course able to 

generally apply these tools you will be better able to understand and predict behavior.  You will 

have something of far more value than some memorized detail. Regardless of your future choice 

of career, you will have gained something of great importance and I will have succeeded as a 

professor. 

 

Final: March 21 at 3 pm in 1178 Franz, 40% of your grade and will contain 40 questions.  The 

final will cover all material since the 2
nd

 midterm and is NOT cumulative.  Its make up will be 

similar to the midterms.  Please note there is more reading material for the final than the 

midterms. 

 

Paper: The remaining 10% of your grade will be based on a brief paper (about 3 pages 

typewritten).  The paper should show how the various learning phenomena discussed in readings, 

lecture and enrichment sections are likely to contribute to your own behavior on a day to day 

basis.  You have great flexibility in your topic choice; anything that exemplifies normal real-

life phenomena is OK. The paper will be evaluated on how thoroughly and accurately it reflects 

the course material as well as how novel your approach to the topic is.  The ideal paper will 

describe a singe, real-life, episode that illustrates several different learning phenomena. Also, a 

good paper will do more than simply restate examples given in the text, lectures or sections.  The 

paper should not be a highly contrived situation that simply duplicates an experiment covered in 

class.  The papers must be submitted both online through turnitin.com and in class on March 6.  

You must submit both the electronic and hard copies to receive credit. Late papers will not be 

accepted. 
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Course Schedule: The last page of the syllabus provides a schedule of course readings, 

assignments and lecture topics.   I will attempt to stay on the lecture schedule but getting ahead 

or (more likely) behind is probable.  You should stay on the printed reading schedule regardless 

of where I am in lecture.  Tests will cover all lectures given prior to the exam, regardless of the 

schedule.  Reading assignments for the test are as listed on the syllabus, regardless of where I am 

in lecturing. 

 

PTE POLICY:  This is a core course in Psychology.  The Psychology Undergraduate Advising 

Office (1531 Franz) controls enrollment not the Professor or TA’s.  That office handles any 

questions about enrollment. Neither the instructor nor the teaching assistants will address any 

questions on enrollment in the course or sections.  They will not give out any PTEANs.  

Requests for PTEANs will needlessly take time away from students that have pressing matters to 

take up with the professor. 

 

Attention:  “If you are not enrolled in a discussion section by the end of the second week of the 

quarter, you will be dropped by the computer. Furthermore, CORE courses are over-enrolled to 

compensate for the typical drop rate.  For this reason, Permission to Enroll Authorization 

Numbers (PTEAN's) will not be issued for this course.  Students with concerns should go to the 

Psychology Advising Office, 1531 Franz Hall (from official memo from the Psychology 

Department).” 

 

IMPACTED CLASS, DROPS AND INCOMPLETES:  

Psych 110 is now designated by the registrar as an "Impacted Class" and, as such, students need 

to decide by the end of week 2 if they are going to stay in this class or not.  Below is part of the 

administration rules on impacted courses: 

 

Attention:  "You cannot drop an impacted course after the second week of a term for other than 

exceptionally extenuating circumstances which must be approved by the L&S Executive 

Committee on referral by college counseling units. Exceptionally extenuating circumstances do 

not include circumstance of short duration where other alternatives exist." 

 

Because of these rules I will not approve any drop, retroactive drop or incomplete requests.  

Any such activity must be done through the Dean or L&S Executive Committee. 

 

Plagiarism:  There is an honor code in force for this course.  All students are required to submit 

only their own work.  Students are not to communicate with other students during exams in any 

way.  No notes or books can be used during exams. Additionally any knowledge of a violation of 

the honor code must be reported to the Professor, immediately. Any plagiarism, cheating or other 

violations of this honor code will result in an automatic grade of F in the course and be reported 

to the Dean of Students.  The honor code also applies to the paper, which must represent only 

and entirely your own work. 

 

Office Hours, Review Sessions and More:  

Dr. Fanselow's office hours are Thursdays from 11:00-12:00  & by appointment in 8643 Franz 

Tower.  

You will receive a TA syllabus with TA offices and hours. 

 

Review sessions and additional office hours will be held by the TA’s before midterms and the 

final.  Exact dates and times TBA.     
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Attention: As part of classroom instruction there will be times when experimental animals will 

be present in class.  At some other times EXTREMELY LOUD noises will be presented in class.  

If you find such things objectionable, you should withdraw from the course. 
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Psychology 110 Course Schedule 

 

 DATE  TENTATIVE LECTURE TOPICS & SCHEDULE 

January 

 10   Introduction (Determinism & Behaviorism)     

 12  Reflexes & Nonassociative Learning 

 17  Pavlovian Conditioning 

 19  Basic Pavlovian Phenomenon and Controls 

24  Conditioning of Emotions I: Love & Sex 

 26   Midterm: Text pp 1-101, During regular class time, bring pencil & ID 

 31   Conditioning of Emotions II: Fear 

February 

2  What is learned? & What Causes Learning? 

7   What causes conditioning? Contingency 

9  What causes conditioning? R-W Equation  

14    TA Pre-exam Review 

16   Midterm: Text pp 103-140, 299-320, 340-342 bring pencil & ID  

 21  Neural Model of Conditioning 

 23  Attention and Conditioning 

 28  Operant Conditioning-Law of Effect 

March 

1  Shaping and Content of Instrumental Learning 

 6  A Question of Learning + Papers Due in Class 

8  Partial Reinforcement 

13  Determinants of Behavior 

15   Conclusions 

   

    

 21  FINAL EXAM Text pages 320-327,  143-235 

 3:00-5:00,  Franz 1178 bring pencil & ID 

    

 


